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(j) Fees. The Regional Director may
charge a fee to recover the administra-
tive expenses of permit issuance. The
amount of the fee is calculated, at
least annually, in accordance with the
procedures of the NOAA Finance Hand-
book for determining administrative
costs of each special product or service.
The fee may not exceed such costs and
is specified on each application form.
The appropriate fee must accompany
each application. Failure to pay the fee
will preclude issuance of the permit.
Payment by a commercial instrument
later determined to be insufficiently
funded shall invalidate any permit.

(k) Change in application information.
Within 15 days after any change in the
information contained in an applica-
tion submitted under this section, the
dealer issued a permit will report the
change in writing to the Regional Di-
rector.

(l) Buy-boats. Each buy-boat must
have a dealer permit issued under this
section. The Regional Director will not
issue a dealer permit under this section
for a buy-boat operation to any vessel
which has a valid fishing permit issued
under § 285.21. The Regional Director
will not issue a dealer permit to a buy-
boat unless the owner or operator of
the buy-boat agrees in writing to allow
an individual authorized by the Re-
gional Director to accompany the buy-
boat on any trip to observe operations.
The Regional Director will provide rea-
sonable notice to the owner or operator
of any buy-boat that an individual will
be placed aboard. Failure to allow an
authorized individual to be placed
aboard following reasonable notice
voids the permit. The Regional Direc-
tor will reimburse the owner of any
buy-boat for any expenses which the
Regional Director determines to be
reasonable and which are related di-
rectly to the placement of an individ-
ual aboard that buy-boat.

[50 FR 43400, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 53
FR 24645, June 29, 1988; 57 FR 373, Jan. 6, 1992;
58 FR 45293, Aug. 27, 1993]

§ 285.29 Recordkeeping and reporting.
(a) Any person issued a dealer permit

under § 285.28 must report via elec-
tronic facsimile (fax) or an Interactive
Voice Response System (IVRS) as in-
structed by the Regional Director

within 24 hours of the purchase or re-
ceipt of each Atlantic bluefin tuna
from the person or vessel that har-
vested the fish. Said report via fax or
the IVRS must include the tag number
affixed to the fish by the dealer, the
date landed, the round and/or dressed
weight (indicating which weight(s)
measured), the total or pectoral fin
curved fork length (indicating which
length(s) measured), and the permit
category of the landing vessel. In addi-
tion, dealers must submit to the Re-
gional Director a daily report on a re-
porting card provided by NMFS. Said
card must be postmarked and mailed at
the dealer’s expense within 24 hours of
the purchase or receipt of each Atlan-
tic bluefin tuna. Each vessel permit
holder or vessel operator must sign
each reporting card immediately upon
transfer of the fish to verify the name
of the vessel that landed the fish and
the vessel permit number, and each
card must indicate the tag number af-
fixed to the fish by the dealer or as-
signed by an authorized officer, the
date landed, the port where landed, the
round and/or dressed weight (indicating
which weight(s) measured), the total
and/or pectoral fin curved fork length
(indicating which length(s) measured),
gear used, and area where the fish was
caught. The dealer purchasing or re-
ceiving the Atlantic bluefin tuna must
inspect the vessel permit and verify
that the required vessel name and ves-
sel permit information is correctly re-
corded on the reporting card.

(b) Any person issued a dealer permit
under § 285.28 must submit to the Re-
gional Director a bi-weekly report on
forms supplied by NMFS.

(1) Said report must be postmarked
and mailed, at the dealer’s expense,
within 10 days after the end of each 2-
week reporting period in which Atlan-
tic bluefin tuna were purchased, re-
ceived, or imported. The biweekly re-
porting periods are defined as the first
day through the 14th day of each
month and the 15th day through the
last day of the month. Each report
must specify accurately and com-
pletely for each tuna purchased or re-
ceived: Date of landing or import, ves-
sel Atlantic Bluefin Tuna permit num-
ber (if applicable), tail tag number,
weight in pounds or kilograms (specify
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if round or dressed), nature of the sale
(dockside or consignment), price per
pound or kilogram (round or dressed
weight), and destination of the fish (do-
mestic or export). In addition, dealers
may indicate the quality rating of
their bluefin tuna: (A, B, or C) for four
attributes (freshness, fat, color, and
shape).

(2) At the top of each form, the dealer
must indicate the company name, li-
cense number, and the name of the per-
son filling out the report. In addition,
the beginning and ending dates of the
2-week reporting week period must be
specified by the dealer and noted at the
top of the form.

(c) Any person issued a dealer permit
under § 285.28 must allow an authorized
officer, or any employee of NMFS des-
ignated by the Regional Director for
this purpose, to inspect and copy any
records of transfers, purchases, or re-
ceipts of Atlantic bluefin tuna;

(d) Any person issued a dealer permit
under § 285.28 must retain at his/her
place of business a copy of each landing
card (including proof of fax or IVRS
transmission) and a copy of each bi-
weekly report for a period of 2 years
from the date on which each was re-
quired to be submitted to the Regional
Director.

(e) Each operator of a buy-boat, in
addition to the above, must notify the
Regional Director of any intended off-
loading, and must request a vessel in-
spection at least 6 hours before such
offloading, by calling 508–281–9261 be-
tween the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, local time, or
at all other times during the day and
weekends, by calling 508–992–7711. In
making the request for inspection, the
owner or operator of the buy-boat or a
designated representative must provide
his/her name, the buy-boat’s name and
permit number, the number of tuna re-
ceived, and the location and antici-
pated time of landing in port.

(f) Beginning July 1, 1997 anglers are
required to report directly to NMFS all
ABT landed under the Angling cat-
egory quota. Permittees will be noti-
fied by the Director of the applicable
reporting requirements and procedures.
Alternative reporting procedures may
be established by the Director in co-
operation with the states and may in-

clude telephone, dockside or mail sur-
veys, mail-in or phone-in reports, tag-
ging programs, or mandatory ABT
check-in stations. A statistically-based
sample of the Angling category permit-
tees may be selected for these alter-
native reporting programs.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under OMB control number 0648–0239)

[50 FR 43400, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 53
FR 24645, June 29, 1988; 57 FR 373, Jan. 6, 1992;
58 FR 45293, Aug. 27, 1993; 60 FR 14387, Mar.
17, 1995; 60 FR 38515, July 27, 1995; 62 FR 30745,
June 5, 1997]

§ 285.30 Tags.
(a) Issuance of tags. The Regional Di-

rector will issue numbered tail tags to
each person receiving a dealer’s permit
under § 285.28.

(b) Transfer of tags. Tail tags issued
under this section are not transferable
and are usable only by the permitted
dealer to whom they are issued.

(c) Affixing tags. (1) A dealer or agent
must affix a tail tag to each Atlantic
bluefin tuna purchased or received, im-
mediately upon its offloading from a
vessel. The tail tag must be affixed to
the tuna between the fifth dorsal finlet
and the keel.

(2) Any person who catches a large
medium or giant Atlantic bluefin tuna
and does not transfer it to a permitted
dealer must contact the nearest NMFS
enforcement office at the time of land-
ing said Atlantic bluefin tuna and
make the tuna available so that a
NMFS enforcement agent may inspect
the fish and attach a tail tag to it. A
list of local NMFS enforcement offices
can be obtained by contacting regional
offices in Gloucester, MA (508–281–9261)
and St. Petersburg, FL (813–570–5344).
The Regional Director may designate a
person other than a NMFS agent to in-
spect and tag the fish. Such designa-
tion will be made in writing.

(d) Removal of tags. A tag affixed to
any Atlantic bluefin tuna under para-
graph (c)(1) of this section or under
§ 285.202(a)(6)(v) must remain on the
tuna until the tuna is cut into por-
tions. If the tuna or tuna parts subse-
quently are packaged for transport for
domestic commercial use or for export,
the tag number must be written legibly
and indelibly on the outside of any
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